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UN URGED TO PREVENT GENOCIDE 
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“* The security forces will march 
on Jaffna without any prior 
warning. It will not take place 
now. But it will be a shock 
treatment. The army if it wishes 
could begin a major offensive 
with heavy equipments. But a 
large number of innocent 
civilians will be affected. In such 
an event, human rights voices 
will be heard and international 
condemnation will follow. 
Therefore, we have to carefully 
plan our actions, ” said a senior 
military officer. 


The Sri Lankan armed forces have 
surrounded the Jaffna peninsula and a 
major attack appears imminent. All 
the inhabited islands west of the 
peninsula are under army control and 
15,000 troops are stationed in the 
larger islands. Transport to the 
peninsula has been cut off and very 
little food and medicine reach the one 
million people trapped inside. 


In November Prime Minister D B 
Wijetunge ferociously declared in 
Parliament that a military solution 
would take precedence over political 
negotiations. Statements of military 
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officers, the purchase of supersonic 
military aircraft from China, the 


- allocation of an unprecedented $504 


million for defence in 1992 and the 
appointment of Maj.Gen. Cecil 
Waidyaratne, believed to be the 
mastermind behind the massacres in 
the South and the East, as the Army 
Commander, are indicative of the 
government’s intention to launch a 
massive offensive on Jaffna. In this 
light it is necessary to examine past 
and present events in the army 
occupied areas of the Tamil 
Homeland. 


The army invaded Kayts island in 
August 1990 and advanced on the 
island of Mandaitivu through Velanai 
and Allaipiddy, firing shells 
indiscriminately, and the air force 
heavily bombarded populated areas 
causing heavy civilian casualties and 
destroying houses, schools, hospitals 
and public buildings. 


During the 34 day occupation the 
army plundered all the houses in 
Mandaitivu. Soldiers destroyed or 
damaged whatever they could not 
remove and set alight furniture, 
clothing and household utensils. 
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Youths in refugee camps were 
arrested, many of whom have since 
disappeared. Women were carried 
away to the army camp and raped. 
Bodies of many innocent youths were 
dumped into wells and covered with 
manure and compost. Farmers who 
went down the wells to escape the 
army were also shot dead. Soldiers cut 
down many coconut and palmyra 
palms for'use in the construction of 
camps and pulled down telephone 
posts to be used for sentrics or as 
firewood. 


The scale of the destruction was 
such that people lost their livelihood 
and the entire infrastructure 
deliberately destroyed. Lack of food 
and medicine caused widespread 
starvation and disease and children 
were affected by malnutrition. Many 
pregnant women suffered miscarriages 
as a direct consequence of bomb 
explosions. Death by starvation was 
prevented to some extent only by the 
little assistance NGOs were able to 
Offer. 


Between August 1990 and August 
1991, on the islands alone the army 
had slaughtered 365 Tamils and 210 


eee eee eee ee reer eee eee ——————————————————————————————_——_ 


Tamil Information No.5 


1 


a 


Others had disappeared. Shelling from 
the Karainagar naval base, bombard- 
ment by the air force and atrocities by 
the army during the same period have 
resulted in the destruction of 6,025 
houses, 33 schools and 37 temples: in 
the islands. 


A brief respite ended with the army 
invasion of all the islands in October 
1991. All those who had earlier 
experienced the nightmare of army 
occupation, particularly youths and 
women, fled into the Jaffna peninsula. 
The 120,000 population of the islands 
has dwindled to a mere 19,000. 


The population in the central areas 


of the Jaffna peninsula has swelled to 


950,000 with the 150,000 persons who 
earlier fled army operations in 
Vavuniya, Mannar, Mullaitivu and 
Kilinochchi and 400,000 from the 
islands in the west, Kankesanturai and 
Palali in the north, Elephant Pass, 
Pooneryn and Sangupiddy in the 
south and Chundikulam in the east 
(see Map). Almost 250,000 persons 
are accommodated in refugee camps 
and the same amount of food which 
was provided once a week before is 
now being distributed to the refugees 
once a month by the Government 
Agent (GA) i.e. each person is given 2 
kgs rice and 1 kg wheat flour which is 
hardly adequate. Presently only 
30-35% of the total food requirement 
is received in the Jaffna peninsula and 
the government has taken advantage 
of the rainy season to cut further 
supplies of food and medicine. 


The GA has allocated separate — 
refugee camps for each international 
NGO and refugees say that the 
organisations are unable to even 
provide one proper meal a day. Food 
provided by the government through 
cooperatives is often unsuitable for 
consumption. Following a ban on 
fishing, around 200,000 people in the 
Jaffna District involved in fishing and 
related trades have lost their 
livelihood. 

In the army occupied areas of the 
East, civilians are being terrorised and 
freedom of movement is greatly 
restricted. Sri Lankan troops which 
entered Trincomalee town in June | 
1990 herded all civilians to the beach 
and after identification by masked | 
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informers, around 80 Tamils were 
bludgeoned to death in the presence 
of the others. At Kokkaddicholai in 
Batticaloa, over 150 Tamils were 
massacred by the army in June 1991 
and a village headman who was an 
important witness before the 
Commission appointed to inquire into 
the massacre, was shot dead by the 
army in November. Almost the entire 
Tamil population has been driven out 
of the Amparai District. 


The army often abducts Tamils 
from refugee camps, places of 
worship, work places and schools in 
the three districts and almost all have 
disappeared. Dead bodies began to 
appear in public places in Batticaloa 
in mid 1991 and women have been 
forcibly removed from buses, never to 
be seen again. Progressive destruction 
of the infrastructure in these districts 
and the economic blockade are 
driving the Tamils to be dependent on 
handouts by the government and the 
NGOs. 


The destruction and deaths during 
the army’s Operation Liberation in 
the Jaffna peninsula in 1987 and the 
recent atrocities in the Jaffna islands 
and the East indicate the shape of 
things to come in the event of the 
army entering the Jaffna peninsula. 
According to reports army officers 
have informed President Premadasa 
that in an invasion of the Jaffna 
peninsula at least 50,000 civilians will 
die. This has not detered the 
government and vigorous preparations 
continue. Apart from deaths it is 
feared that human rights would be 
violated on a massive scale. Social, 
human rights and information workers 
in the peninsula say that they would. 


‘be either killed or driven to refugee 


camps and in such an eventuality all 
information on human rights 
violations would be suppressed and 
the NGO relief machinery would 
come to a standstill. Further, the army 
would not allow people to carry on 
their occupations and there would be 
mass scale starvation and death. 


Social workers in particular urge 
immediate action to prevent the 
attack on the peninsula, the presence 
of an International Observer Team in 
the Jaffna peninsula and the 
intervention of the United Nations. 


They point out that the Team would 
be able to distribute food and 
medicine effectively and prevent 
massacres of civilians and destruction 
of property in cooperation with the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross. 


In the circumstances the Tamil 
Information Centre (TIC) calls upon 
the international community to make 
all efforts to prevent the attack on 
Jaffna and help to constitute an 
International Observer Team as a 
matter of urgency. The TIC also 
urges all those who are concerned 
about the plight of the Sri Lankan 
Tamil community to sign a petition to 
the Secretary General of the United 
Nations calling for UN intcrvention¢ 


Racial attack on 
Tamil Refugee 


A young Tamil refugee, Panchad- 
charam Sahitharan (28) was killed in a 
brutal attack in East Ham on Sunday, 
29th December 1991 while he was 
walking to his sister’s home in 
Courtland Road. 


Sahitharan, originally from Kokuvil, 
a village near Jaffna in the Northern 
region of Sri Lanka, fled the country 
in 1989 fearing persecution. He hails 
from a respectable family. His father 
Mr. Panchadcharam is a retired 
government servant living with his 
sick wife and two daughters in 
Kokuvil. Sahitharan was forced to flee 
the country while he was studying for 
his GCE(A/L) examination at Kokuvil 
Hindu College. 


There are over 5,000 Tamils living 
in the London Borough of Newham 
and out of this number it is estimated 
that about 1,500 are refugees and 
asylum seekers who arrived after 1986. 


The Tamils all over UK are’ 
shocked and disturbed over the 
incident. Local community groups are 
preparing for a campaign 10 protest 
against such racial attacks on 
members of ethnic communities living 
in the borough¢ 
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_ A Selection of documents received by TIC in December 1991 


NGOs MOUNT 
PRESSURE IN 
HARARE 


ALTHOUGH the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) held in Harare, Zimbabwe 
in October 1991 discussed the issue of 
human rights at some length, and the 
Harare Declaration stressed the 
importance of democracy, the rule of 
law, independence of the judiciary and 
other fundamental human rights, it 
was disappointing that the final 
communique failed to give pro- 
minence to human rights as promised 
by the speeches. So says Helen 
Darbishire, ARTICLE 19’s Cam- 
paigns Officer, who represented a 
group of ten UK-based non- 
governmental organisations (NGOs) 
to lobby CHOGM for more resources 
to be invested in the promotion and 
protection of human rights, and for 
NGOs to be included in Common- 
wealth processes. 


For the first time, however, the role 
of NGOs was recognised in the final 
communique, an NGO publication* 
tabled at the Summit, and the 
Commonwealth Secretariat has asked 
its Human Rights Unit to prepare a 
policy paper on working with NGOs. 


The Commonwealth Secretary 
General has agreed tq meet with 
ARTICLE 19 to discuss further 
possibilities of liaison. 


* “ Put our World to Rights” by the 
Commonweaith Human Rights 
Initiative 


West Keen on Solution 


PROF. Peter Schalk of Uppsala 
University, Stockholm, on a recent 
visit to Jaffna, said that Germany, 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark and 
Switzeraland were keen to heip in 
finding a solution to the Tamii 
problem. NGOs from these countries 
were in contact with the LTTE and 
the Lankan government. The 
Professor also disclosed that these 
countries had already prepared a plan 
to fully rehabilitate and reconstruct 
the North-East within five years of a 
settlement¢ : 
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Thamilar Punarvalvuk Kalakathin 
Seyatpadukal (text in Tamil) 


London: Tamil Rehabilitation 
Organization. 
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Letter of protest - Ceylon Tamil 
Teachers’s Union. Jaffna; 10th. 
December. 
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o Fries, Yvonne 


The Expatriation of the Tamil people of 
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ISBN 0-8364-1344-x 


o Gold Martin, E 


Law & Social change: a study of land 
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Economic & Social Transformation of 
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Women. Duke;1984 
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December | 


NORTH TO FALL IN 90 DAYS: 
Gen. Hamilton Wanasinghe told 
journalists that thé North would come 
under complete Army control within 
three months. 


SURRENDER CALL ON LTTE : 
Leaflets, calling LTTE cadres in the 
Puvarasankulam - Cheddikulam area 
west of Vavuniya to surrender, were 
dropped by helicopters. 

December 2 


AIR RAIDS IN JAFFNA: In air 
raids on Elalai, Kuppilan, Kurumba- 
sitty and Polikandy and other areas in 
the Jaffna peninsula, several houses 
and buildings were destroyed and two 
boys were injured. Chavakachcheri 
was shelled heavily from the Palaly 
army camp. 


SEARCH OPERATION: 
Iruthayapuram in Batticaloa District 
was cordoned off by police and all 
houses, schools and churches were 
searched. All young persons were 
taken away for interrogation. 
December 3 


SOLDIERS KILLED IN 

- LANDMINE: During Operation 
Encirclement conducted by the army, 
two soldiers were killed by a landmine 
at Mullaivettuvan in the Batticaloa 
District. 
TAMILS ARRESTED: Several 
Tamils in Badulla and Passara towns 
and from surrounding plantations 
were arrested on suspicion that they 
were connected with the LTTE. Police 
sources say they have information that 
the LTTE had infiltrated the hill 
country plantations. 
December 4 


POTKERNI VILLAGE CAP- 
TURED: A curfew was declared in 
the whole of Mannar District except 
Mannar Island and JOC announced 
that Potkerni village had been 
brought under army control. Six 
soldiers and 15 LTTE members were 
reported injured in a clash. 
December 5 


TAMIL PASSENGERS FLEE- 
CED: Navaratnam MP speaking in 


Parliament said that Tamil passengers 
buying tickets at Fort railway station 
were not being given back the 
change.Railway gate policemen and 
railway security personnel fleeced 
Tamil passengers on false pretences 
such as excess baggage or prohibited 
items.When they could think of no 
such excuse, tips were demanded 
without any service. 

December 6 


TAMILS DISAPPEAR: S.Varath- 
arajah (24) and S. Kumaravel (26) of 
No.11 Settlement Village in the 
Central Camp area in Amparai 
District were arrested by police 
according to witnesses. The Central 
Camp area police denied having 
arrested the two men. 


TAMIL YOUTHS ARRESTED: 
Two young men and six women from 
Jaffna who were visiting Nuwara 
Eliya, were arrested. Police say that 
they wish to ascertain the true nature 
of their visit. 

December 7 

TAMIL OMITTED IN POS- 
TAGE STAMPS: PLOTE member 
Karavai Kandasamy stated at the All 
Party Conference that in postage 
stamps recently issued by the 
Philatelic Bureau the Tamil word 
“Tlankai” which had been hitherto 
used was Omitted, and, instead, the 
Sinhala version “Sri Lanka” had been 
substituted.This change had hurt the 
sentiments of the Tamil people. 
December 8 


LETTERS BECOME PARCELS: 
Letters sent by registered post from 
Trincomalee to Jaffna via Colombo 
were intercepted at Colombo and 
returned to Trincomalee. A post 
Office spokesman explained that 
registered letters were regarded as 
parcels and there was a prohibition on 
parcels being sent to Jaffna. 
December 9 


EXAMINATION HALL 
BOMBED: A school building at 
Pandivirichan in Mannar District in 
which G.C.E(O/L) examination was 
taking place was damaged in air force 
bombing . Seven candidates and an 
invigilator were injured. 


December 10 


AIRMEN KILLED: A group of air 
force personnel from the Morawewa 
camp in Trincomalee were attacked by 
the LTTE. Four airmen were killed 
and two injured. 

December 11 


ARMY AMBUSH TIGERS: Five 
LTTE members, one of them said to 
be LTTE leader Satkurukan, 
travelling in a van near Chenkaladi 
were shot dead by the army according 
to a Joirit Operations Command 
report. 


UDUPIDDY UNDER AIR - 
RAID: Several buildings were 
wrecked in an air raid over Udupiddy. 
K.Rasathurai (68), a trdder was killed. 
December 12 


LTTE VEHICLE BLASTED: 
Four LTTE members and a civilian 
travelling in a vehicle were killed by 
an army landmine at Potkerni. 


ATCHUVELY-VALALAI 
UNDER ATTACE: In Atchuveli, 
Valalai, Idaikadu and Udupiddy 7 
civilians were killed, 9 injured and 
three were reported missing following 
air raids and shell attacks from Palaly 
army camp. Around 1200 people fled 
the area. 


MORE ARRESTS AT 
BADULLA AND PASSARA: 
Following an arrest of nearly 50 
Tamils in the preceding week, more 
Tamils were arrested, The local Red 
Cross official was moving to arrange 
visits by relatives to those arres- 
ted.Among those arrested were a 
17-year old boy who was to appear for 
the GCE OL exam, four teachers, five 
girls and four Tamil police officers. 
December 13 


SOLDIERS KILLED BY LTTE: 
An army patrol enroute from 
Kuchchaveli to Irakandy was fired on 
by the LTTE. Six soldiers were killed 
and three wounded. 


December 14 


CALL FOR ADMISSIONS ON 
MERITS: All Ceylon Tamil 
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Congress said in its submission before 
the National Education Commission 
that University admissions should be 
only on the basis of merit and called 
for the removal of quota systems 
based on race and region. 

December 15 


KOKADDICHOLAI MAS- 
SACRE: Village headman K 
Suntharalingam giving evidence 
before the Kokkaddicholai Commis- 
sion said that after the massacre by 
the army in his area, 105 bodies were 
found. Three hundred and forty three 
houses had been damaged, 140 houses 
burnt and 50 people were missing. 
December 16 


AMPARI REFUGEES WITH- 
OUT RELIEF: Tamil refugees at 
Vellaveli in the Amparai District are 
suffering without any relief despite 
several complaints to the AGA’s 
office at Kaluvanchikudi. 

December 17 


CORDON & SEARCH AT 
KOMARI: Komari village in 
Amparai district was cordoned and 
searched.Same day Pandirupu village 
was also cordoned and searched.All 
residents were taken to a central place 
for questioning and released later. 
December 18 


HOSPITAL ATTENDANT 
ABDUCTED: Thangathurai 
Sukunakumar of Chenkaladi, an 
attendant at the Batticaloa General 
Hospital was abducted by unidentified 
armed men while he was on duty 
according to the JOC. 


TAMIL WOMEN ABDUCTED: 
Prins Casinader, MP sent a telegram 
to President Premadasa complaining 
about the recent abduction of two 
Tamil women in Batticaloa. A student 
named Subadra was raped and 
murdered and her body thrown into 
the sea. Another girl, Suwanthi 
Iyakutty was abducted from a bus near 
Polonarruwa by the security forces. 


December 19 


TAMIL EXCLUDED: Following 
privatisation of the Transport Board, 
destination boards on buses in Matale 


have excluded Tamil. Tamil 
passengers experience difficulty in 
ascertaining the destination. 
December 20 


JEWELLERY DISAPPEAR: 
Navaratnam, MP said in Parliament 
that jewellery estimated at Rs 40 
million (£530,000) handed over by 
farmers of the North as secuirty to the 
People’s Bank had disappeared. He 


demanded payment of compensation. - 


December 21 


ARMY PATROL AMBUSHED: 
Three soldiers were killed and three 
injured when an army patrol was 
ambushed at Selvanagar near 
Trincomalee. 


INTENSIVE AIR RAIDS: The air 
force flew several sorties northwards 
from Vavuniya airport indicating an 
intensive air raid over the North. A 
Reuter report stated that several 
LTTE positions in the North were 
being hit and that thousands of 
civilians in the neighbourhood were 
seen fleeing the area. 

December 22 


ARMY PUSH NORTHWARDS: 
All traffic past the northern army 
barrier at Thandikulam near Vavuniya 
was banned by military. Increased 
helicopter activity and shelling to the 
north-west of the barrier were seen as 
a prelude to pushing army control 
further north of the barrier. 


CORDON & SEARCH KIN- 
NIADI: Kinniadi near Batticaloa was 
cordoned in the night and all 400 
residents taken for questioning. One 
was detained and rest released. 
December 23 


ARMY CLAIMS CONTROL: 
From Vavuniya town, troops advanced 
three miles along the Mannar road. 
An army report said that the villages 
bordering the route had been brought 
under army control. 

December 24 


CLASH AT KOKUTHODUVAI: 
Two platoons of troops were attacked 
by a LTTE group at Kokuthoduvai 
this morning. Twentyone soldiers were 
killed and helicopters rushed 
reinforcements to the scene. 


December 25 


DINGHY DESTROYED: A 
suspected LTTE dinghy proceeding 
towards Pt- Pedro was destroyed by 
naval fire. Fate of occupants is not 
known, said a JOC report. 
December 26 


KILLING AT KOKATICHOLAI: 
Two labourers in a paddy field at 
Kokaticholai were shot dead. Bodies 
were removed by relatives. 

December 27 


ARMY ADVANCE IN 
VAVUNTYA: The army advanced 8 
km from Vavuniya along the 
Vavuniya-Mannar road and residents 
from villages bordering the route 
accommodated in camps. Villagers 
ahead of the advancing army fled to 
Madhu refugee camp. 

December 28 


PLOTE MEMBER KILLED: 
Thamban, said to be a member of 
PLOTE and inmate of the Porativu 
army camp was shot dead opposite the 
camp by LTTE as he was lIcaving the 
camp for the nearby boutique. 


MUSLIMS KILLED: Two Muslims 
from Kalmunai who had come to 
Annamalai in Amparai district were 
shot dead by unidentified persons. 
December 29 


ARMY BOAT FIRED ON: An 
army boat in the lagoon off Punakari 
was fired on by the LTTE. Three 
soldiers were reported to have been 
wounded, : 
December 30 


TOWN SEARCHED BY ARMY: 
Batticaloa town was cordoned by 
police and army and all residents 
between 12 and 65 were ordered to 
assemble at the esplanade for 
interrogation and their houses were 
searched. 


December 31 


MUSLIMS RESETTLED: 
Muslims displaced from Mannar and 
living in Puttalam were being resettled 
according to Rehabilitation Ministry. 
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Sri Lanka the Biggest Killing Ground 








“It is difficult to see any regime 
on the face of the earih that has 
performed as brutally and 
outrageously as the Sri Lankan 
regime, especially since 1983 ”’, 
observed Professor James Manor of 
the Institute of Development Studies 
at Sussex University, a specialist on 
the internal situation in Sri Lanka, 
addressing an audience of more than a 
hundred Sri Lankan Tamils at the 
Tamil Information Centre on 15 
December, 1991. Mr. T Sithampara- 
pillai presided. 

“ It always astonishes me ”, he said, 
“how overseas Tamils are well 
organised both in the U.K and the 
U.S.A. ”, so much so that they are in 
a position to alert foreign govern- 
ments to the imminent danger facing 
the Tamils in the Northern Province 
of Sri Lanka in the event of a sudden 
attack by the security forces. Professor 
Manor considered such an eventuality 
a real possibility. The thrust of his 
argument was that not enough was 
being done to influence international 
opinion, for foreign governments to 
exert sufficient pressure on the Sri 
Lankan government to work towards 
a political settlement. Citing the case 
of Kenya, Professor Manor stressed 
how only recently the foreign aid 
donors to Kenya had got together and 
successfully prevailed on the Kenyan 
government to open up its political 
set-up to one based on a multi-party 
system. 


He was quick to point out, however, 
that there are difficulties in achieving 
the same degree of success in the case 
of Sri Lanka, a major problem being 
the alternative source of foreign aid 
available from Japan, the largest aid 
donors in the world, having overtaken 
the United States about three years 
ago. Oblivious to discussions on 
human rights abuses and the political 
situation in Sri Lanka, the Japanese 
are just wandering in rather naively, 
and unloading money in very large 
quantities to build up an export 
market for themselves.“ Somehow 
the Japanese have to be reached” 
Professor Manor emphasised. 


That is not the only problem. In the 


eyes of the U.S. and other western 
governments, the Colombo 
government lives up to some of the 
tests or criteria of what they consider 
a “ good government ”, one major 
criterion being a free market-oriented 
economic system, towards which the 
Premadasa government is seen to be 
pushing harder than the Jayawardene 
government. Sri Lanka also appears 
to many western observers, including 
governments, to be a multi-party 
democracy, which is simply not true. 
The reports of the U.S. State 
Department, for instance, consistently 
whitewash the levels of human rights 
abuses in Sri Lanka and hold it up as 
a multi-party liberal democracy. The 
British government on the other hand 
has fewer illusions about human 
rights abuses or free and fair. elections 
in Sri Lanka; however, they do not see 
it as anything like as bad as the 
Kenyan government, in spite of the. 
fact that the Kenyan government has 
not indulged in such appalling human 
rights abuses as the Sri Lankan 
government, not only against the 
Tamil people, but against the 
Sinhalese as well. Not many people 
know that more than 40,000 Sinhalese 
youths were massacred by security 
forces and death squads not so long 
ago in order to defeat the JVP, 
though those youths had nothing to 
do with any form of insurrection, 
Professor Manor said. 


Some international institutions too 
are not helpful, the Commonwealth 
Secretariat being a case in point. 
Although Sri Lanka stood out as the 
biggest killing ground in the world, 
worse than Lebanon or any other 
place, the Secretariat is averse to 
discussing the situation, as too the 
international media, which is 
pre-occupied with events outside 
South Asia to the extent that coverage 
of Asian and African countries in 
particular is decidedly poor. — 

In conclusion, Professor Manor 
went On to suggest some ways in 
which the principal source of 
terrorism in Sri Lanka, the State, 
could be made to curtail its activities 
through international pressure, 


| especially by reaching the Japanese on 


the question of indiscriminate aid to 
countries like Burma and Sri Lanka 
and by imposing restrictions on the 
supply of sophisticated weaponry. 


The meeting closed with a 
“Question and Answer” session, 
during which certain practical steps 
that could be taken as a matter of 
urgency were discussed at some 


length¢ 


Rehabilitation 
Centres in East 


Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency (CIDA) with the 
participation of Canadian World 
University Service is reported to have 
established several rehabilitation 
centres for widows and girls affected 
by the violence in Karativu in the 
East. The women are taught basket 
weaving, rattaning and sewing. Sewing 
machines and material are also being 
supplied to the trainees¢ 








On Verge of 
Starvation 


Twenty thousand fisher ‘families in 
the Jaffna district are on the verge of 
starvation. Organisations in the North 
have appealed to the Government 
Agent, Jaffna to provide relief to the 
families¢ 


OXFAM Move into 
Batticaloa 


The three refugee camps in the 
Karativu division of Batticaloa district 
are now being administered by 
OXFAM. The camps are being 
provided with additional amenities¢ 








Rations Reduced 


The Mullaitivu Asst Government 
Agent is reported to have said that 
owing to the frequent imposition of 
curfew, food transport by lorries was 
sO interrupted that it was possible to 
isssue Only One week’s rations in one 
month¢ 
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Situation Report 





Sinhala Settlers in the 
East 


Mavai Senathirajah MP expressed 
concern in Parliament that the 
government while protesting Israeli 
occupation of Arab lands, was 
colonising Tamil lands with Sinhala 
settlers. In the Trincomalee District 
the Tamil population was 81.52 % 
and Sinhalese 1.53 % in 1827. By 1981 
the Sinhalese population had risen to 
33.62 % while the Tamil population 
had dwindled to 36.41% as a direct 
Fesult of state aided colonisation¢ 


ee 


Displaced Persons Hit 


The Rehabilitation department has 
announced that the displaced persons 
from Vavuniya, Mannar, Kilinochi 
and Mullaitivu Districts who are now 
in Jaffna District, would no longer be 
entitled to relief as they could now 
safely return to their respective 
Districts. But independent observers 
claim that it is insecure for persons to 
return to these areas as these areas 
are frequently under attack by the 
security forces 





Monks Exhorted 


Gamini Jayasuriya, a former 
minister,addressing a public meeting 
at the Buddhist temple at Kalutara, 
exhorted the Buddhist monks to be in 
the forefront of the opposition to the 
North-East merger. Meanwhile, Wal- 
pola Rahula, Buddhist monk and 
Vice-Chancellor of the Kelaniya 
University writing in a publication has 
_ called upon the clergy and even the 
laity to rise against the Thondaman 
proposals which he stated were 
tantamount to handing over the 
North-East to the Tiger terrorists 





Boat Service in Mannar 


A boat service between Pallimunai 
and Vidataltivu has been inaugurated 
on the initiative of the Mannar 
Government Agent. The two -day 
weekly service is said to be for the 
benefit of government employees 
working in Mannar¢ 


Householders List to be 
Displayed 


All plantation workers have been 
ordered to display a householders list 
on their front door. In addition , the 
chief occupant has to report to police 
the arrival of any visitors¢ 





Monks’ Proposals for 
Ethnic Solution 


The Buddhist Affairs Advisory 
council is reported to have submitted 
five recommendations to the 
government in the pursuit of a 
solution to the ethnic problem in the 
island : 

1) The solution to the ethnic problem 
should not affect the unity, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Sri Lanka; 

2) The North-East should not be 
accepted as the traditional homeland 
of the Tamils; 


3) The North-East should not be 
merged; 

4) The central government should 
handle all matters relating to land; 
and 

5) Judiciary, armed services, air and 
sea ports should continue to be under 
Central Government control¢ 





LTTE Forms Advisory 
Councils 


LTTE have announced that they 
have set up an Advisory Council 
consisting of Tamil intellectuals. The 
Council is expected to identify 
problems by analysing the current 
political and economic position and 
make recommendations to LTTE. 
According to reports LTTE leader 
V.Prabaharan who met the Council 
recently has requested it to formulate 
a political solution which would 
satisfy the aspirations of the Tamils¢ 


Temple as Army Camp 


While the President was keen on 
restoring and renovating Buddhist 
temples, it was regrettable that the 
famed Koneswar Hindu temple at 
Fort Frederick in Trincomalee was 
being used as an army camp and the 
temple tank drained and used as a 
recreational facility, said Premachan- 
dran MP, speaking in Parliament¢ 





Disappearances in 
Amparai 


The Citizens’ Committec of 
Aalaiadivembu, in the Amparai 
District has recorded details of 165 
disappearances from the area for the 
period June 1990 to November 1991¢ 





Non-Residents to 
“Register 


The Bandarawela Police has 
ordered all non-residents in the 
Bandarawela districit to register with 
the police 


5433 held in the South 


The Prime Minister in reply to a 
question in Parliament, disclosed that 
there were 5433 detainees in various 
police stations, army camps and 
prisons in the Southe 


Methodist Head Visits 
Jaffna 


Rev Soma Perera, head of the 
Methodist Mission in Sri Lanka, 
visited several organisational heads in 
Jaffna and also the LTTE. He said 
that the LTTE were prepared for talks 
without pre-conditions and they were 
determined in their demands for a 
Tamil homeland and the right of 
self-determination¢ 





Flood Damage 


Ten thousand acres of cultivated 
paddy crops were devastated, 15,000 
homes destroyed, and 5332 inarfftes of 
five refugee camps in the East were 
adversely. affected by heavy floods in 
the East¢ 
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Petition 


| To His Excellency Boutros Boutros Ghali, the Soca General of the 
United Nations. 


We the undersigned members and friends of the Sri Lankan Tamil community are 
concerned about the plight of the Tamils in Sri Lanka and wish to draw your 
attention to the following: 


40 Since independence Sri Lankan Tamils have been subject to periodic 
violence by the Sinhalese majority and from 1956 to date over 35,000 Tamils 
have been killed, 3,000 have disappeared and over 500,000 have sought 
refuge in other countries. 


2. Agreements with Tamil representatives have been abrogated by Sinhalese 

governments and peace initiatives with them have failed because of denial of 

fundamental rights to the Tamils. Meanwhile, state-aided settlement 

programmes have changed drastically the demographic pattern and electoral 
representation in the Tamil Homeland. 


3 An unprecedented $504 million is allocated for defence in 1992, while over a 
: million refugees in the Tamil Homeland are suffering without sufficient 
food, medicine and shelter resulting from the economic blockade imposed by 

the government. 


4 Infrastructure in the Tamil Homeland is deliberately targetted for destruc- 
si tion by the security forces. Whole villages and towns, including hospitals, 
libraries, places of worship, administrative buildings, bridges and cultural 

centres have been destroyed. 


5 The government is pursuing a military solution to the Tamil problem and an 
= attack on the Jaffna peninsula is imminent where a million Tamils are under 
siege. 


We call on the United Nations to debate the Sri Lankan Tamil issue as a 
matter of urgency and to: 


i urge the Sri Lankan government to immediately end the siege of 
the Tamil Homeland and provide food and medicine to the people; 


ii ensure recognition of the right of self-determination of Tamils and 
end all human rights violations; 


urge the government to abandon the military solution, use the 
good offices offered by the Commonwealth and countries like 
Australia, Canada, India, Norway and Switzerland to facilitate 
negotiations and to seek a lasting solution; and 


iv urge nations where there are Sri Lankan Tamil refugees to refrain 
from involuntarily returning them to Sri Lanka tntil a political 
solution is reached and their safety is ensured. 





‘ PLEASE RETURN BY FEBRUARY 28TH. TO : The Tamil Information Centre, oe 
720 Romford Road, London E12 6BT, (United Kingdom) 


Tamil Information is published by Tamil Information Centre, Thamil House, 
720 Romford Road, London E12 6BT. Tel: 081 514 6390 
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